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%tﬁing can be worse to the health than these places,
Wwithout ventilation, cleanliness, or :[ecency, and with _fortl
people’s breaths perhaps mingling together in one foul.
cfwfing steam of stench”

Henry Mayhew - 1861
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You could still see the bugs are creeping along the
lack walls, which were not black enougﬁ to hide that.
In the summer you can hardly place your finger on a
part of the wall free from bugs. 1 have scraped them.

off Ey ﬁandfu[s‘ ”
Henry Mayhew - 1861
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There is hardly an unbroken windowpane to be seen, th.
‘Walls are cmmEl’ing, the door and posts and window
frames are [oose and rotten... Piles of refuse and ashes [ic
[Tover the place and the slops thrown out into the street
collect in pools which emit a foul stench...
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There is no ventilation, no “thorough-draft” through an,
of these miserable rooms; the walls are damp through so
‘many breaths, for where the moist air ful’l’s there doth it
rest, hanging (ike cold beaded drops on the brow of one who
Wrestles sternly with death.

Thomas Miller - 1852
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¢ cries of hawkers, the shouts, oaths, and quarrelling on all sides; the ringing
(Is and roar of voices, that issued from every public-house; the crowding, pushing

driving, beating, whooping and yelling; the hideous and discordant dim that’
resounded from every corner of the market; and the unwashed, unshaven, squalid,
and dirty figures constantly running to and fro, and bursting in and out of the-
throng; rendered it a stunning and bewildering scene, which quite confounded the

senses.”
Charles Dickens - Oliver Twist’




