Wednesday 14th April 1874

Dear Diary

When I woke up this morning, Betsy had already lit a fire for us in our room and had gotten my new sapphire dress ready for me – along with Emily’s new rosy dress. Mother had told us last night that she wanted us to be dressed very quickly today, as we had to meet our new governess; she also warned us that any poor behaviour would be punished very firmly.

As soon as I was washed and dressed, Betsy took me down to the dining room for breakfast. Father had already left for work but Mother, James and Andrew were waiting for me. Cook had made my favourite breakfast - toast, marmalade and porridge; it smelt delicious. Emily was late for breakfast, as usual, so she only had dry toast. Mother scolded her for being lazy and said laziness was a sin.
After breakfast Mother introduced us to our new governess, Miss Appleby. She was a very tall lady (with her dark brown hair pinned back in a tidy bun). She asked some questions about our lessons with our old governess and seemed pleased with what we knew.

Mother said that today would be a holiday and that she would take us to the park, so Miss Appleby would have time to get ready. I was very excited to be going to the park: they had a new display of exotic birds. I wanted to take my new doll with me but Mother told me she would become soiled.
The park was extremely busy and Mother stopped to talk to lots of people. James, Andrew and Emily ran off to play hide and seek, but Mother said I was getting too old to play games, so I had to stay with her. It was rather tedious listening to Mother talk to her friends about new carpets and lazy servants, but I did my best to be polite and stay quiet.

When we returned home, Nanny took us up to the nursery, so Mother could have her tea in peace. Cook sent up some jam and bread as a treat and then Nanny let us play for an hour. James and Andrew played with their tin soldiers, but Nanny put them away when the game grew too noisy. A little later, Emily and I played with our doll house.

When Father came home from work, Mrs Appleby took us into the drawing room to sit with him and Mother. He spent some time with James and Andrew (teaching them Latin). Mother asked me to play on the pianoforte and seemed very impressed with my playing!
Then, Father told us that Nanny would be leaving us soon as we were told for a Nanny and now we had a governess that we would not need her. I was heartbroken as I love Nanny very much but did not complain. I hope that Mrs Appleby will be as kind to us as Nanny has been.

