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SCIENCE NEWS
WOULD you wear a jacket made 
from fungus?

The process for making mats of fungus has 
been around for about 70 years, but now 
it’s thought the material could be a useful 
alternative to leather. 

“It feels a bit and smells a bit like mushroom 
still, but it looks like a piece of old leather 
jacket,” said Alexander Bismarck, a scientist 
from Vienna who carried out the research.  

Of course, real leather is made from the skin of 
cows. Pretend leather can also be made from 
plastic, which is made from oil. Mushroom 
leather could be an option that is kinder to the 
environment, and much kinder to cows!

It takes about two weeks to grow the fungus 
mats on a base a bit like sawdust. Growing 
a cow takes a lot longer! The process doesn’t 
require much energy as fungus can even be 
grown in the dark.

Dr Bismarck found that the mats are just as 
strong and long-lasting as leather. 

Some products are already being created 
from the mats, but they are very expensive. 
It’s hoped the costs will come down over 
time, and that fungus will become a useful, 
environmentally friendly material – as long as 
they can get rid of the smell!

The material isn’t actually made from this part of the 
fungus, even though it looks leathery! It is made from 
the network of root-like threads hidden under the soil
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Questions on: ‘Mushroom materials‘

1) Experts think that mushrooms could be used to make  
an alternative to which material?

  silk

  leather

  plastic 
 

2) Which word has a similar meaning to mushroom?

3) Who is Alexander Bismarck?

4) Look at his words. Which senses does the expert use  
to assess the new material?

 Sense 1:

 Sense 2:

 Sense 3:

5) What do you learn from the caption that goes  
with the photograph?

6) The first paragraph of a news report is called the lead.  
What is true about this lead paragraph?

It provides a useful summary of the news story.

It uses a question to get the reader’s attention.

It tells you the journalist’s personal opinion.

7) What are the benefits of leather made from mushrooms?

8) What problems still need solving before this material can 
become popular?
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SCIENCE NEWS

Venus, Earth and Mars

IS THERE LIFE ON... IS THERE LIFE ON... VENUS?VENUS?
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Scientists have found a gas called phosphine (“foss-feen”) 
in the clouds around Venus. It was discovered by studying 
the planet through a powerful telescope in Hawaii.

On Earth, phosphine is made by microbes (tiny forms of 
life that can only be seen under a microscope). This has 
led the scientists to wonder if microbes could also be 
making the phosphine they have discovered on Venus.

Venus is a very hostile environment. The surface of 
the planet is extremely hot and the clouds above are 
very acidic. 

Scientists think the basic life forms might live in the acidic 
clouds. In the clouds they would be above the scorching 
surface, but would still need to cope with the acid.

The discovery raises many questions. The microbes found 
on Earth could not survive in such an acidic atmosphere, 
so how could microbes exist in the clouds of Venus?

The existence of microbes on Venus is thought to be a 
strong possibility, but the only way to prove what has 
caused the phosphine is to take samples of the clouds – 
and that will mean a mission to Venus!

FOR years we have been trying hard to find out if there is life on Mars, but maybe scientists have been 
looking on the wrong planet! A new discovery shows it could be found on Venus instead.

The James Clerk Maxwell 
Telescope in Hawaii
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Questions on: ‘Is there life on... Venus?‘

1) How did scientists discover there is phosphine around Venus?

They took samples of the clouds.

They observed the planet through a powerful telescope.

They worked it out by comparing the planet to Mars and 
Earth.

2) Why are the experts so excited about this discovery?

3) Exactly where on Venus do scientists think the microbes live?

4) What does the word ‘hostile’ tell you about  
Venus’ environment?

5) Why couldn’t the microbes on Earth survive in the  
clouds of Venus?

6) Find the adjectives (describing words) used in the report.

     telescope

     surface

     clouds

     life forms

7) Brackets are used twice in this news report. What information 
do you find out in the brackets? Choose the two correct options.

 The name of the telescope

 How to pronounce a word

 A question to think about

 What a word means

8) Imagine there was space on this page for some extra 
information. What information do you think would be most useful?

    A fact file on…

 Venus Microbes      The telescope in Hawaii

What would you want to know?
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WORLD NEWS

  USA
     Lincoln's lock
A telegram and lock of hair from the 16th US 
president, Abraham Lincoln, has sold for more 
than £60,000 (sixty thousand pounds). Abraham 
Lincoln ended slavery in the United States and 

is considered 
one of the 
great American 
presidents, if 
not the greatest. 
The telegram 
was delivered 
shortly before 
he was shot 
dead during 
a theatre trip 
in 1865. (A 
telegram is an 
old-fashioned 
message that 
could be sent 
long distances 
over a wire, 
then printed 
and delivered.) 

  POLAND
     Fur farms to be banned
Poland is on its way to banning fur farms, which 
would save the lives of more than eight million 
animals every year. Animals at fur farms are 
raised and killed just for their fur. If the ban is 
agreed, it will save the lives of mink, foxes and 
raccoon dogs, however rabbits are not included 
in the ban. Poland is the world’s third-largest fur 
producer. Fur farming is already banned in the 
UK and Ireland. 

  AUSTRALIA
     Pointless plane?
A planeload of passengers will soon be taking 
a flight to nowhere. Qantas, the Australian 
airline, is arranging the flight for people missing 
the experience of flying because of the COVID 
travel ban. The plane will take off in Sydney, 
fly over a few Australian landmarks, and land 
in… Sydney. Tickets for the seven-hour flight 
sold out in ten minutes. However, some argue 
it will create pollution and contribute to climate 
change for no reason.
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Questions on: ‘World News‘

1) Match the headline to the correct place.

Look at the news from the USA.

2) What do you know about Abraham Lincoln?
 l His important job:
 l The big change he made in America:
 l How he died:

Look at the news from Australia.

3) Do you think this flight is a harmless bit of fun or a pointless, 
polluting waste of time?

Consider all the news.

4) All the World News stories are written in the same style.  
Can you match the part of the story to the rule?

Look at the news from Poland.

5) What is a fur farm?

6) Which animals are going to be banned from being farmed?

mink   raccoon dogs  cows

foxes   chickens   rabbits

7) Find the words that tell you that fur farming isn’t banned yet.

8) If it’s wrong to farm animals for fur, is it OK to farm them for 
meat? Do you think there is a difference? What’s your opinion on 
this subject?

USA A new law

AUSTRALIA Special items that have just been sold 

POLAND An unusual journey

Country: Has to be written in one paragraph

Headline: Has to be written in capitals

Story: Has to be written in bold (dark text)
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MEET Bonzai, a rescue dog, who overcame his own fear of dogs and is now busy helping people overcome theirs!

Bonzai is a six-year-old Staffordshire bull terrier. When Bonzai was rehomed 
from the RSPCA centre at Block Fen, his new family were told that Bonzai 
was scared of other dogs. 

The RSPCA told Emma, the mum of the family, that Bonzai needed to follow 
a special training plan to help cure his phobia.

After helping Bonzai to overcome his fears, Emma saw that a local 
cynophobia (fear of dogs) group were looking for volunteers. She offered 
to help. After completing their training, Emma and Bonzai have been 
volunteering every week. 

Last month they were filmed helping Mwaka Mudenda, a presenter from the 
CBBC show Blue Peter. Mwaksy, as she’s known, had a particular fear of 
Staffies, so Bonzai was the perfect dog to help. 

Emma told the Cambs Times: “We had to walk towards her and stop if she 
felt uncomfortable. When she asked us to stop, Bonzai sat nicely and she 
bravely stroked him. As she put her hand out he laid on his side and waited 
for her to tickle his tummy; he’s such a softie!”

Bonzai was so good at helping the presenter conquer her fears that he was 
awarded his very own Blue Peter badge. What a good dog!

DOG WINSDOG WINS  
BLUE PETERBLUE PETER  
BADGE!BADGE!

BIG NEWS

Blue Peter has been 
handing out Blue Peter 

badges since 1963!
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Questions on: ‘Dog wins Blue Peter badge!‘

1) Where did Emma and her family find their new dog?

2) What is “Staffie” short for in this news report?

3) What is a phobia?

4) Bonzai has had two types of training.  
What was the training for?

5) Who is Mwaka Mudenda?

6) Why was Bonzai the perfect dog to help Mwaksy  
overcome her fear?

7) Look at what Bonzai did when they were helping Mwaksy. 
What behaviour shows he is a gentle and well-trained dog?

8) Newspapers are usually organised into sections. Imagine you 
work at First News. Which section would you put this report into? 

Animal News

Crazy but True

Entertainment

Explain your choice.

A type of bull terrier

A great fear of something

A great fear of dogs


