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UK NEWS

  SOMERSET
HUGE CIRCLE OF PITS 

A huge, ancient structure has been 
discovered near Stonehenge. The 
massive circle of deep pits is 4,500 
years old and surrounds another 
ancient settlement called Durrington 
Walls. Each pit was once ten metres 
wide and five metres deep. The 
whole circle is more than a mile 
wide. It’s not known why the pits 
were created, but they are thought 
to mark a boundary around an 
important site – either welcoming 
people, or warning people. One 
expert said the discovery was “a 
whole new chapter in the story of 
Stonehenge”.

  TELFORD
ELTON LOVES 
SCHOOL’S SONG
When children at Telford Priory 
School recorded a version of 
an Elton John song, they never 
imagined they would get a message 
from the pop star saying how much 
he loved it! The students recorded 
I’m Still Standing during lockdown, 
using Zoom. After watching it 
online, Sir Elton sent teacher 
Ben Millington an email, saying 
how impressed he was by their 
performance.

  SCOTLAND
HARES AND SEALS 
PROTECTED
Great animal protection news from 
Scotland this week. Hares are now a 
protected species in the country and 
Scottish salmon farmers are to be 
banned from shooting seals – which 
they say they do to protect their 
fisheries. 

  UK
WATCH OUT BEES!
Beekeepers in the UK are being 
urged to look out for the Asian 
hornet, a large hornet that eats 
bees. The insect has slowly been 
spreading across Europe for the last 
20 years. Experts fear that it could 
soon arrive in the UK and threaten 
bee colonies.
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Questions on: ‘UK News‘

A large stone

A large hole in the ground

An ancient settlement

The experts have no idea why ancient people dug these pits.

..........................................................................................................................................

1) There is good news and bad news for animals this week.

Find one example of good news.

Find one example of bad news.

Look at the news from Telford.

2) Which song was recorded by children from Telford Priory 
School, and who is it by?
The song:
The artist:

3) What did Elton John think of the song? Find two opinions that 
have been reported. 

Look at the news from the UK.

4) Which word means ‘to encourage someone strongly to do 
something’?

Look at the news from Somerset.

5) What is a pit?

6) Find the facts about this ancient structure.
Age:
Size of each pit:
Size of the circle:
What is in the middle of the circle?

7) Look at this sentence:

Do you agree, or not? Explain your thoughts.

8) Imagine you work at First News. You have just been told there 
isn’t space for all four UK News stories this week. Which story 
would you leave out? Explain your choice.

..........................................................................................................................................

1: ........................................................................................................................................

2: ........................................................................................................................................


