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The Little Ghost • Task 3 

From The Little Ghost by Otfried Preussler

The little ghost had lived in 
Eulenstein Castle for hundreds 
of years. He was one of those 
harmless little ghosts who haunt 
places by night, and never hurt 
anyone else unless they are 
provoked.

During the day, he slept up in the 
attic in a heavy, iron-bound oak 
chest. The chest was well hidden 
behind one of the big chimneys. 
No one knew it really belonged to 
a ghost.

But at night, when the Town 
Hall clock struck twelve in the 
town of Eulenberg at the foot of the castle, the little ghost awakened. On the 
very last stroke of twelve, he would open his eyes, stretch and yawn. Then he 
would put his hand under the old letters and legal documents he used for a 
pillow, and bring out a bunch of keys. There were thirteen keys; the little ghost 
always carried them around. He would wave them at the lid of the chest, and 
immediately the lid would begin to open of its own accord.

Now the little ghost could climb out of the chest. He always bumped into the 
cobwebs; no human being had visited this remote attic for years, so it was 
covered with cobwebs and was dreadfully dusty. Even the cobwebs were full of 
dust. Showers of dust came tumbling down, if anything touched them.

“A-tishoo!”

Every night, as the little ghost climbed out of the chest, he would bump into 
the cobwebs, get some dust up his nose, and sneeze. He would shake himself 
once or twice, to make sure he was really awake. Then he would float out from 
behind the chimney and begin his nightly haunting.

Like all ghosts, he weighed nothing at all. He was light and airy as a wisp of 
mist. Luckily he never stirred without his bunch of thirteen keys, or the least 
breath of wind might have blown him away to goodness knows where.
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 The Little Ghost • Task 3

Read the text, then answer the questions.

1. Find and copy one word from the first paragraph that tells us the ghost was not dangerous.

 

2. The author explains in the first paragraph that this type of ghost would “never hurt anyone 
unless they are provoked”. Which of the words below could the author have used instead of the 
word “provoked”. Tick all that apply.

 Angered    Irritated    Sleepy    Annoyed    Happy 

3. Explain two things that would happen when the clock struck twelve.

(a)

(b)

4. Using the information in the text, tick one box in each row to show whether each sentence is 
true or false.

True False

The little ghost used old papers for his pillow.

The little ghost carried three keys.

The little ghost didn’t need to put the key in the lock to open the chest.

The little ghost struggled to push open the chest.

People came into the attic to see the little ghost.

5. Why did the little ghost sneeze when he climbed out of the chest?

6. In the final paragraph, what is the little ghost likened to? Explain why this is a good simile.

7. In the final paragraph, what does the text explain that the little ghost actually needed the bunch 
of keys for?

8. Listen to your teacher read the next section of the story and discuss how this would make the 
little ghost’s life easier.  What other things might he be able to do with his keys?
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Assessment Task 3: The Little Ghost

Tick the boxes to show how well you think you did.

Target

I can explain the meaning of words in a text, e.g. “harmless”, “provoked”.

I can find details to explain what happens in a story.

I can explain why certain words are used to describe a character.

I can use inference to explain why things happen in a story, e.g. why the ghost 
needed to carry the bunch of keys.

Next time I read a text I will …

 

Assessment Task 4: Cliffhanger

Tick the boxes to show how well you think you did.

Target

I can pick out the main points from the text.

I can use clues from the text to describe how characters feel.

I can put myself in the position of the characters and think about what I would 
do, giving clear reasons.

Next time I read a text I will …
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60 Answers

Answers
Fiction

Assessment Task 1

1. They thought the pudding was wonderful. Any two of: 
“softer and lighter than air”; “waves on top like the 
ocean”; it tasted like “a whole raft of lemons” or “a 
night on the sea”.

2. They were told to leave the pudding alone because it 
was for their mother.

3. The children’s father. At the end, the narrator refers to 
“my father’s voice” and the person speaking is clearly 
the person who made the pudding.

4. The children “guarded” the pudding as an excuse for 
hanging round it hopefully. Their father had not asked 
them to guard it and there was no need to – they just 
couldn’t drag themselves away from the tempting sight.

5. Because the brother had tried it first. Children working 
at greater depth within the standard may recognise 
that was just an excuse because the narrator really 
wanted to try it and the brother said it tasted good.

6. Because the children had kept on scooping out bits 
to taste.

7. They felt frightened about what would happen, which 
is why they ran away and hid under their beds.

8. The father will probably be very angry. The reasons the 
children may give for inferring this include: the father 
gave them very strict instructions not to touch the 
pudding; the children ran off and hid under the bed, 
which implies they are afraid of their father’s reaction.

Assessment Task 2

1. A ship at sea.

2. Italy sheep

 Egypt flower urn

 Arctic palm tree

3. “Swabbing’ the deck turned out to be sweeping away 
the leaves”; “Bushes become icebergs”.

4. They were not invited because they were taken by 
surprise by Mrs Tredegar’s voice.

5. She enjoys their visits because she makes them tea, 
“trained” them as “crew”, gets an atlas, suggests the 
“ceremony of Crossing the Line” (Equator).

6. The children pretended the sheep were polar bears: 5 
They had tea and cake: 2 
They got permission from their aunt: 3 
They swept the decks: 1 
They climbed the masts: 4

7. They might have a ceremony or celebration/party/
more cake and tea.

8. Answers will vary.

Assessment Task 3

1. “harmless”

2. Angered; Irritated; Annoyed

3. Any two of: the ghost woke up/he would open his 
eyes/stretch/yawn/take his keys/open the chest/get 
out of the chest.

4. The little ghost used old papers for his pillow: T 
The little ghost carried three keys: F 
The little ghost didn’t need to put the key in the lock to 
open the chest: T 
The little ghost struggled to push open the chest: F 
People came into the attic to see the little ghost: F

5. The little ghost sneezed because the attic was very 
dusty/full of cobwebs.

6. The little ghost is likened to mist. This is good because 
a ghost is white and light like mist.

7. Without the keys he might have blown away.

8. Discussion question answers will vary

Assessment Task 4

1. A canoeing race: “canoe”, “winning post”, “finish the 
race first”.

2. Giles told Jake that Theresa was only a doll. They said 
“Phew!” because they were relieved it wasn’t a child 
drowning.

3. 

T F
So she doesn’t get lost. �

So she doesn’t drown. �

So she doesn’t get eaten by a 
fish.

�

Because Kelly was upset. �

4. Competitive; bad-tempered; bullying. Words from the 
text include “stupid”, “disgustedly”, “Finish the race 
first”, “You berks”, “yelled in disgust”, “You weedy 
nerdy little cissies”, “He’s going to get us later”.

5. Tim thinks Giles will bully them. The children should 
give a personal response to how Tim feels about Giles.

6. Answers will vary.

Playscripts

Assessment Task 5

1. They were on their way home.
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