
Rainforests 
 
Tropical rainforests are forests with tall trees, warm climates, and lots of rain. 
In some rainforests it rains more than one inch nearly every day of the year! 
Rainforests are found in Africa, Asia, Australia, and Central and South America. 
The largest rainforest in the world is the Amazon rainforest in South America.  
 

WHERE ARE RAINFORESTS 
LOCATED?     
Rainforests are found in the tropics, the region between the Tropic of 
Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn, just above and below the Equator. In 
this tropic zone the sun is very strong and shines about the same amount 
of time every day all year long, keeping the climate warm and relatively 
stable. 
 
Many countries have tropical forests. The countries with the largest 
areas of tropical forest are (in order): 
1 Brazil 

2   
3 Congo (Democratic Republic) 

4   
5 Peru 

6   
7 Indonesia 

8   
9 Colombia 

10   
 



Other countries that have large areas of rainforest include Bolivia, 
Cameroon, Central African Republic, Ecuador, Gabon, Guyana, India, Laos, 
Malaysia, Mexico, Myanmar, Papua New Guinea, Republic of Congo, 
Suriname, and Venezuela. 
 
 

THE RAINFOREST FLOOR      
The rainforest floor is often dark and humid due to constant shade from 
the canopy’s leaves. Despite its constant shade, the rainforest floor is an 
important part of the forest ecosystem. 
 
The forest floor is where decomposition takes place. Decomposition is the 
process by which fungi and microorganisms break down dead plants and 
animals and recycle essential materials and nutrients. 
Also, many of the largest rainforest animals are found on the forest 
floor. Some of these are elephants (in Asia), the tapir (Southeast Asia 
and Central and South America), tigers (Asia), and the jaguar (Central 
and South America). 
 

WHY DO RAINFORESTS HAVE SO MANY KINDS 
OF PLANTS AND ANIMALS?     
Tropical rainforests support the greatest diversity of living organisms on 
Earth. Although they cover less than 2 percent of Earth’s surface, 
rainforests house more than 50 percent of the plants and animals on 
Earth. 
 
Here are some examples of the richness of rainforests: 

• Rainforests have 170,000 of the world’s 250,000 known 
plant species. 

• the United States has 81 species of frogs, while 
Madagascar, which is smaller than Texas, may have 500 
species. 

• An area of rainforest the size of two football fields (one 
hectare) may have more than 400 species of trees, while an 
equal area of forest in the United States may have fewer 
than 20. 

• Europe has 570 butterfly species, while Manu National Park, 
a single reserve in Peru, has 1,300 species. 

 
 



How are Rainforests so rich in plants and animals? 
 
Rainforests have an abundance of plants and animals for the following 
reasons: 
• Climate: because rainforests are located in tropical regions, they 

receive a lot of sunlight. The sunlight is converted to energy by 
plants through the process of photosynthesis. Since there is a lot 
of sunlight, there is a lot of energy in the rainforest. This energy 
is stored in plant vegetation, which is eaten by animals. The 
abundance of energy supports an abundance of plant and animal 
species. 

• Canopy: the canopy structure of the rainforest provides an abundance 
of places for plants to grow and animals to live. The canopy offers 
sources of food, shelter, and hiding places, providing for 
interaction between different species. For example, there are 
plants in the canopy called bromeliads that store water in their 
leaves. Frogs and other animals use these pockets of water for 
hunting and laying their eggs. 

It is important to note that many species in the rainforest, especially 
insects and fungi, have not even been discovered yet by scientists. Every 
year new species of mammals, birds, frogs, and reptiles are found in 
rainforests. 


